Nasal support and lining: the marriage of beauty and blood supply.
Assured of a robust blood supply by its narrow pedicle centered on the septal branch of the superior labial artery, the pivoting septal flap provides nasal support from the radix to the most distal nasal tip and from the tip to the columella base--plus a large bonus of lining tissues for the nasal vault and vestibules. Lining flaps from such intranasal tissues are thin, vascular, and flexible. They allow the use of primary cartilage grafts and the establishment of a subsurface architecture in the shape of a nose. When visualized through a conforming forehead flap, the normal landmarks and highlights are restored. In cases of total nasal amputation, a pivoting septal flap permits the fabrication of dorsal nasal support weeks before lining and cover flaps are assembled.